There Goes the
Neighborhood

BY ALANNA HORNER

“*hree years ago, songwriter Brett
Jones was at a Nashville recording
studio about to begin a session,
when he overheard the drummer

venting about a problem he was having
with a particular neighbor. Almost imme-
diately, Brett realized something that the
drummer didn’t—the neighbor was him.

“He said, ‘Can you believe this guy is
building the ugliest red barn out by my
home?’” Brett remembers with a laugh.
“He had no idea that I was his neighbor
and it was my barn he was talking about.”

Although he didn’t mention the embar-
rassing fact in the studio, Brett did speak up
at a songwriting session with fellow writer
Anthony Smith. “We were trying to think
of ideas of what to write;” says Anthony.
“Brett started telling me about that, and
we thought it was a great way to kick off a
song—I heard it through the grapevine / My
new neighbor don’t like my big red barn?

“When I moved into that neighbor-
hood [near Nashville],” Brett says, “ev-
eryone was like, “‘Who is this guy?’ I
didn’t exactly fit in. But sometimes, you
just have to let it go.”
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“I think we really drew
upon our country raising
for this song!” Anthony
adds with a chuckle. “We
went from there and had
a good time with it

As they wrapped up the
lyrics to “What Do Ya Think About That,”
Brett and Anthony had no idea where the
song would end up. But Brett now notes,
“When Montgomery Gentry picked it up,
I thought it was just perfect for them.”

The song was recorded for their Some
People Change album and released as the
follow-up single to their No. 1 hit “Lucky

an.” “What Do Ya Think About That”
quickly became another smash for the
Grammy-nominated duo.

“People have really responded to this
song,” Brett says. But more important,
how did that session drummer respond?
Does he know that the song was written
around his problem?

“He knows it now!” Brett says with a
grin. “My son and his son eventually got
to be friends. And the barn looks a lot bet-
ter now that it’s finished.”
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S:ay,‘l doﬁt gi\)é a damn what
other people think ,
What do ya think about that
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What do ya think about that

- What do ya thmk about that
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